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SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT COMMITTEE 
REF: TEGUCIGALPA 2809 AND 2774 

1. A JOINT COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF THREE PRIESTS AND THE 
AUDITOR OF THE ARMED FORCES WAS SET UP BY THE GOVERNMENT 
TO LOOK INTO THE SITUATION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF OLANCHO. 
THE COMMITTEE LEFT TEGUCIGALPA FOR OLANCHO ON JULY 1. 

ONE OF ITS MAJOR TASKS WILL BE TO TRY TO LOCATE TWO 
PRIESTS, JUAN BETANCOURT (COLUMBIAN) AND MICHAEL CYPHER 
(U.S.). THE CHURCH HIERARCHY IS EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT 
WHAT MAY HAVE HAPPENED TO THE TWO MEN. 

2. THE FULL NAME OF THE U.S. PRIEST IS MICHAEL JEROME 
ATYPHER WHO IS ALSO KNOWN AS PADRE CASIMIRO. THERE ARE 
MANY RUMORS CIRCULATING ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM. 
UNOFFICIAL REPORTS STATE HE WAS ATTACKED, BEATEN AND 
ARRESTED ON JUNE 25. LATER REPORTS STATE HE ESCAPED FROM 
CUSTODY OR WAS KILLED. THE CONSUL LEFT A LETTER WITH 
LT. COLONEL MADRID, DEPUTY COMMANDER OF FSP (NATIONAL 
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THAT THE EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED CONFLICTING REPORTS ABOUT 
THE U.S. PRIEST AND WOULD APPRECIATE FSP ACTION TO 
DETERMINE HIS WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS. THE LETTER REQUESTED 
ALL POSSIBLE ACTION TO PROTECT HIM IF ALIVE AND, IF DEAD, 

A REPORT ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS DEATH. 

3. THE EMBASSY IS ATTEMPTING TO ASCERTAIN FACTS IN 
CASE AND WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED. HOPEFULLY THE 
JOINT COMMISSION WILL BE ABLE TO DETERMINE WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THE PRIESTS. 
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